EDITORIAL                                                     No. 88      July & August 2010
As many of you will already know, Peter and Margaret have moved on from running the licensed premises at the Verbeer and they have asked me not only to pass on their sincere thanks to all their customers for their loyalty and support but especially to their regulars for their friendship.
CULM VOLUNTARY CAR SCHEME

The scheme is to provide lifts in cars for frail elderly people and people with disabilities, who find public transport extremely difficult, either because they cannot walk to the bus stop or easily climb on or off the bus. Transport is provided by volunteers using their own cars. It may not always be possible to arrange a lift, because as volunteers, drivers may not be able to turn out on every occasion, although they will do their best.

Passengers are charged at 40p per mile travelled and there is a minimum charge of £2.00  For further information or to arrange a journey (with a minimum of 48 hours notice), please call Maureen on 01884 38564 between 9.00am and 1.00pm, Monday to Friday. Maureen is also a volunteer, so if she is unable to take your call, she will call you back if you leave a message.
DEVON AIR AMBULANCE
The Willand Singers will be entertaining in aid of the Devon Air Ambulance at Mary Tancock’s home, Torhill, in the Old Village on Saturday 3rd July, from 10.30 ‘til 12.30.  You can have coffee and cakes, listen to the Singers, stroll round the garden and have a try at the Draw with some lovely prizes. Please put this date in your diary. The Devon Air Ambulance plays a vital role in transporting patients to hospital over our huge county and is a really worthy cause on which to spend your money!
The Willand Singers have been exploring “Songs from round the World”  this term …so we will be sharing songs from the Caribbean, Dominican Republic, Israel and the Congo as well as items from “South Pacific”. A mix of the familiar to sing along with, as well as something new to listen to.  
                                                                                       Julie De’Ath Lancaster 

LETTER TO THE ED (and other politics).
(Ed’s note – you may remember the Mayor of Doncaster made the headlines in late 2009, which prompted an article in the Sept/Oct Mag. – I asked after him).

“Dear Mr Holmes. Thank you for your email and for taking the time to contact me regarding my achievements to date. The Conservative Group of the Council (9) have supported my policies; the other 54 councillors have not. Obstacles have to be overcome at every end and turn. In the meantime, please visit my website at www.doncaster.gov.uk, where a list of my key decisions since taking office, together with a list of my future priorities, can be found. Thank you once again for taking the time to contact me. Kind Regards”

                                                                     Peter Davies, Mayor of Doncaster   

(However, things have not been all sweetness & light in Doncaster, as you will see if you logon to www.guardian.co.uk/society/2010/jun/02/eric-pickles-doncaster-mayor  Ed).
The General Election is now behind us, with an overall turnout of electors nationally of 65.1%. That for the Tiverton and Honiton Constituency was 71.6%, and in Willand, 1843 people voted out of 2548 eligible electors, giving a turnout here of 72.3%. 1502 people voted at the polling station and 341 by post. My sincere thanks to Jackie Stoneman for these figures.
Our new M.P., Neil Parish, has a temporary telephone number at the moment – 0207 219 2823, whilst his email address is neil.parish@parliament.uk  If you prefer your politics at a slightly lower level, there are still two vacancies on our Parish Council.
All you are entitled to in life is your own opinion.

CAMEO
We have had quite a few obstacles to overcome lately. The first was our meeting night on May 6th, when we had to make contingency plans in case the Hall was being used for the General Election – and it was.  Mary, our Chairman, arranged a coach trip for us and we spent a beautiful Spring evening all along the Exe Valley. There were bluebells and primroses and lambs galore and the River Exe looked lovely in the sunlight. We ended up at Raleigh’s Cross Inn and had a delicious carvery there. The short business meeting was held on the coach as we went along.

June came and again our plans were altered at the last moment because our intended speaker was unwell and unable to come. One of our members, Jenny Baker, (who has recently joined our Parish Council) stepped into the breach and gave us a fascinating talk about her life as a Magistrate in Derbyshire for eighteen years.  She told us about the history of the Magistrate’s Courts, which began in the reign of Richard the Lionheart in the 1100’s and was made up of men from the local community who were mainly wealthy and powerful. This system more or less continued almost unchanged until 1919, when the first female was elected to become a Magistrate – now there are more or less equal men & women serving. We heard about the hoops she had to go through to get accepted and this took about two years from her first applying. So many checks have to be made to make sure the applicant is suitable for such a responsible post.  We were amazed at some of the things she told us about the folk coming to court and the consequences it had for them. It was a really interesting talk and gave us a lot to think about.  
The Walking Group had a very enjoyable time attending a fund-raising evening in Bampton for the Breast Cancer Appeal. They have been out and about enjoying the good weather, including a beautiful walk through Harpford Woods near Newton Poppleford and their four-legged member enjoyed a swim in the river.  Another walk took them through Higher Willand, Middle Willand and Lower Willand. Now, before you start wondering where all these are, we’re talking about Willand in Somerset. They are planning an all-day walk within the next couple of weeks, weather permitting.
The Singles Group are having a picnic at Bobby’s later in the month. We are going on an outing to Bicton Gardens in 15th June and on 15th July, we are having an evening meal at the Merrimeade in Sampford Peverell and are hoping to arrange a Garden Visit in July or August. Also in July, our speaker will be Lucy Channon, telling us about “Being a Tour Guide in Exeter”. Mrs Channon has visited us before, so we know we are going to have a very interesting talk. 

It was agreed to have a hot meal at our Annual Meeting in October. This will be our first Annual meeting to be held in the Autumn, as we have now altered our programme around. In November, we are off to Waitrose, in Wellington, for a look ‘behind the scenes’.                                                  Betty Penberthy
WILLAND UNITED CHARITIES – BIDS FOR FUNDING – 2010

Support to Groups.  The Willand United Charity (WUC), provides financial support to many organisations in Willand, to enable them to purchase vital items of equipment, or assist in fund raising for a major development project.  Financial support is allocated to organisations that work in the service of our village community.  Examples include, the Elderly People’s Lunch Club, Willand Tennis Club, the Rockers Parent and Toddler Group, and the Community Composting Scheme.  

Support to Individuals.  In addition, individuals and families can receive special payments to relieve the suffering of those coping with distress, financial hardship, sickness or infirmity.  In these cases, bids can be made for financial provision for a specific need.  For example, the provision of an oven, funding to purchase a carpet for the front room, a grant for a struggling individual or family to take a recuperative holiday.  Those making bids for individuals or families need to make sure the need is especially pressing.       

Size of Grants.  The size of grant allocations will depend on a number of factors, including funds available at the time of allocation, the urgency of the need and the number of bids being considered.     

Bids for Grants.  If  you  know of  a  worthy  cause,  (be  it an organisation or a
family/individual) and would like to make a bid for funding from the WUC, please make a submission in writing (between ½ a page to 1 page in length), to the Chairman (address below), by Wednesday, 1st September 2010. 

Mr Arthur Norman-Walker, Chairman of the Willand United Charities, The Rectory, Rectory Close, Willand, EX15 2RH 

UFFCULME BOWLING CLUB.
Over 100 people were at the official opening of the Uffculme Bowling Club extension to their clubhouse.  The extension was funded with a grant from Uffculme Environmental Trust, Viridor and Uffculme Parish Council.

Alan Jenkins, (President of Uffculme Bowling Club), warmly welcomed everyone to this milestone event in the club’s development and thanked all the people involved in the project, specifically Mrs Diane Brandon, District and Parish Councillor, who has overseen it from the start on behalf of the Parish Council.  Mr David Wells, Chairman (Uffculme Parish Council), and Mr John Hulley, (Uffculme Environmental Trust), spoke of their great delight at the increased facility provision in the village.  The cutting of the ribbon to open the extension was carried out by Mrs Diane Brandon.

The extension, as well as adding extra space and facilities, will also enable the introduction of Short Mat Bowling in Uffculme and provide additional meeting and other facilities for any village organisation all year round.  As a separate part of the project, Uffculme Parish Council has also provided a new public toilet at Highland Terrace, near to the Children’s play park.             Tony Wills

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

Claire Davey, who recently resigned from the Parish Council, has volunteered to take over the responsibility for co-ordinating the Annual Poppy Appeal in Willand for the British Legion. If you would like to volunteer to help in her task, her telephone number is 01884 821778. 
‘With respect’ is the prelude to something said without respect.

UFFCULME SCHOOL SPORTS CENTRE
Since our School Sports Centre opened in 2006, it has been used mainly by the school students with very little opportunity for parents, guardians and members of the local community to benefit from its excellent facilities.  The sports block consists of the following facilities:

· A 720 m2 main hall which can accommodate 5 badminton courts, basketball,  5 – side football, indoor cricket and a variety of other sports. 

· A 172 m2 Dance Studio with mirrored wall, DVD and sound system – ideal for Aerobics, dance classes, fitness classes etc. 

· A 150 m2 gymnasium with a wide range of fitness equipment.

We are now keen to open up the sports centre to local residents, communities and sports groups for evenings and weekends but want to do so in a carefully managed way which will not adversely impact on the provision for our students. Before we do this, we need to gauge what the demand is likely to be in order to ensure that we are able to maximise the benefit to the local community.

Please could we ask you to complete the survey which can be found on the school website at www.uffculme.devon.sch.uk  Just click on the link to the Sports Centre Survey?  Alternatively, you can pick up a copy of the questionnaire from the school reception or from Square Corner in Uffculme.

                                                  Tony Aspden – School Business Manager

CHATTER ON THE GRAPEVINE

Bill’s marriage has broken down and he has lost his home and wife and now he has worn out his welcome with the friends he’s been staying with. Because he has nowhere to sleep, wash or change his clothes he expects he will lose his job too. With just one week’s wages in his pocket he has been searching hopelessly for a place to live. He needs a deposit and a month’s rent - coming to CHAT resolves this, he finds a flat and is able to keep his job.

If a house, flat, or room becomes vacant near you would you tell us, please?? We are dependent on private landlords to accommodate our clients. Churches Housing Action Team (Mid Devon)Ltd. 28 Gold Street, Tiverton, EX16 6PY.    Tel 01884 255606 or email theoffice@chatmid.co.uk                       Jo Turner
SOMERVILLE HOUSE GARDEN PARTY -
We are holding our Annual Summer Garden Party here at Somerville House on Saturday 3rd July, doors open at 2.00pm.  There will be cream teas for sale as well as a home made cake stall, raffle and bric-a-brac for sale.  Live music will accompany us throughout.  All are welcome, come and see us!
                                                                                 Sarah & Graham Kingdon

POLICE CADETS

Police Cadets started in September 2009. It was advertised in the local paper for 12-17 year olds who had an interest in the police force. There were over 100 applicants and 30 were chosen to be in the unit. They were taken to Middlemoor, Exeter, where they had an induction day in which they met the other cadets, other officers, had an opportunity to see the Police Helicopter up close, they saw a police dog in action and did some fitness training.  The unit meets every other Thursday and work through different activities, which include drill, phonetic alphabet, and using the radios. They are led by PCSOs Mel Smith, Dave Waller and Dion Howells.
The cadets wear a uniform - hat, shirt, trousers, tie and insignia which they are expected to wear on all cadet occasions. The uniform was funded by the cadets themselves by doing fundraising activities and donations from the local councils. They have completed a first aid course, which covered CPR, the recovery position and choking and they all passed successfully.
They have helped pack bags at Cullompton’s Tesco and Tiverton’s Morrisons, where they raised money to buy cadet fleeces and high-visibility jackets. Last December, the cadets had a presentation evening, where Assistant Chief Constable Sharon Taylor presented the cadets’ awards. They received ‘Cadet Module 1’, First Aid and their Record of Service books. This was featured in the local papers.   Since then, the cadets have helped in many ways. They have helped decorate a new old people’s home and a few of the cadets have been out on patrol around Tiverton with the PCSO’s who help train the cadets.
In February, the cadets carried out a community speed watch. They were assisted by two traffic officers who helped them carry this out. They were also visited by some officers from Wiltshire, who are looking at starting a cadet group in that area. Also in February, two cadets attended the Cullompton Town Council Meeting. They met Mayor Mike Thompson, and other members of the committee. They spoke briefly about what the cadets do, and what they plan to do this year. They were also visited by Inspector Ann Higgins, who brought along two police dogs to show the cadets. One of the dogs had just retired, and the other was unable to join the dog unit. The cadets were shown what the dogs could do by hiding some shotgun cartridges around the youth centre. The dogs turned the whole area upside-down just to look for them. They found them within minutes, and the cadets were amazed at how well they did.

 

In March, the cadets were visited by Exmoor Search and Rescue, who told the cadets what they do and showed them the Land Rover they use to rescue people on the moors. The cadets were then shown how to use the radios to describe something, carry a person on a stretcher and then how to keep an injured person warm. The cadets were also visited by Chief Superintendent Jo Tennant who presented some of the cadets with a certificate from a residential they attended last year. The cadets showed the Chief Superintendent their marching skills for the parade they will be attending in April.         Mel Smith.
If you turn a blind eye, it doesn’t mean you can’t be seen.

WILLAND YOUTH CLUB

Many Thanks to everyone who attended our AGM - we have had a bit of a shuffle around and I am now Secretary, Julie Lester is Treasurer, Gemma Lester is Vice Chairperson whilst Mel Billings remained as Chairperson. We have two new Committee members Dale Dennis and Sam Spurway.
We are still struggling on with no youth worker but we have managed to get Gemma enrolled on a TAP2 training course - this will take a couple of months but hopefully by the time we come back in September, she will have completed her training. This will mean that even if/when Jackie returns to us, we will not be without a youth worker again. We have also had a couple of parents who are offering us help on an occasional basis and this too is very welcome. 
Through the school summer holidays, the Wednesday club will be running in the afternoons 2.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. The other clubs don’t change and will run as normal. The club is really enjoying having internet access and laptops. On Saturday 17th July we will be holding a Cyber Cream tea from 2.00 p.m. when you can come along and have a Devon cream tea and there will be young people on hand to give you advice and help with computing/surfing the internet. You are welcome to bring along your own laptops if you have them or have a go on ours. If you’re wondering if the internet/computing may be of any interest to you, come along and have a look. Or just come and have a nice cream tea & a chat – it’s up to you.

We are hoping to hold a Year 6 leavers disco on July 16th. If you have a child in year 6 and would like to be involved, please speak to Sally Taylor ASAP.  We will be holding our car boot sale on Saturday 18th September in the Village Hall Car Park.  Sellers from 1.00 p.m., Buyers from 2.00 p.m. We look forward to seeing you there.                                                      Frances Wilcox
DAPHNE WINTER & WILLAND YOUTH CLUB

Everyone at the club was very sorry to hear of the sad loss of Daphne. She was an amazing lady. It is without doubt that the club would not still be running if Daphne had not soldiered on, working so hard for the young people of Willand. Daphne was Chairperson for nearly two decades and she was very passionate about making sure the club was here for our young people. Making sure that everyone who wished to access the club could do so.  To keep the costs low, lots of fund-raising events had to be created by the club and Daphne had an amazing way of getting people involved, always knowing who she could call upon to help - quite often people who had no interest in the club. Words are not enough to express our gratitude to you, Daphne. You will never be forgotten.    Youth Club Management Committee and the young people.
DAPHNE WINTER – A family eulogy.
Daph was born in St. Bartholomews Hospital, in the City of London, in June 1933.  Her childhood schooldays coincided with WW2 and she recalled seeing London on fire during the blitz, from the suburbs, where the family lived. She was evacuated to an unlikely place – Birmingham – during which time she improved her school grades from C to A. She went on to technical college and did shorthand/typing and found work as a dental nurse.
Daph met her husband Ken at a south London Youth Club and they married in September 1951, their first four daughters being born in and around the Bromley area.  She inherited her father’s interest in sport – she loved cricket and spent hours at the Oval whilst carrying her eldest daughter and was scorer for both Bickleigh and Kentisbeare when Ken played for them. She was a lifelong Arsenal fan and in recent years she enjoyed watching Rugby Union.
The Winters moved to ‘Umtali’, on the Halberton Road, in 1964 when Ken’s firm, Strongs, set up a sheepskin operation in Willand. Daph got her first job a month after arriving and soon found herself working at the ‘The Gables’ children’s  home. She started as a cleaner, then became the Cook. To countless boys and girls, she was ‘Aunty Daph’, providing home cooking and frequently a shoulder to cry on. She also helped bath the children – this became known as the ‘Winter Wash’. She worked at the Gables for 36 years until she retired but after moving to the Old Village, she still didn’t hang up her apron – she cooked for Age Concern in Tiverton & Cullompton for many years
Daph had also been a tireless worker for the W.I., the Tennis Club, and numerous church-related groups – one of her proudest achievements was helping to establish the St. Mary’s lunch club. She was one of the founder members of the Willand Playgroup but is most likely to be remembered for her work with young people in the Youth Club, which she helped run with her daughter Von for over twenty years. She thought it important children had something to do and somewhere to go that wasn’t home. She also found the time to raise more than £3000 for the Devon Air Ambulance.
Daph was diagnosed with stomach cancer in August 2009, following years of ill-health. She refused pain relief through-out her illness and died quickly and peacefully of pneumonia in the R.D.& E. in Exeter on the 13th May, 2010. Her five daughters, grandchildren, great grandchildren and wider family and friends will miss her terribly.
 

COMMUNITY POLICE. 

As I write this article the sun is out and the weather is improving. Thankfully this can only mean that summer is now on its way giving us warm sunny days along with the traditional rainy one. With summer brings lighter evenings and this can usually see an increase in anti social behaviour in Willand. Jonathan and I, along with our Special Constables, will be trying to get out on foot patrol as much as we can during the summer months and in particular the evening time. We will be paying particular attention to known hot spots, including the allotments.
 

Alcohol is always a contributing factor and we will be visiting licensed premises to ensure that they are strict about asking for identification. You can help us to combat this and other crimes by simply making sure that sheds are kept locked, sport equipment is put away at night and that you call the Police reporting any anti-social incidents in order for us to identify and deal with those responsible. I thank you in advance for your assistance.
 

If you have any questions for us then please do not hesitate to make contact with us by telephone on 08452 777444. Alternatively you can contact your Parish Council who will in turn speak with us or you can send an email to  Cullompton@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk..  Best Wishes - enjoy the British Summer                                       Graham Custance & Jonathan Sims 
 

WILLAND VILLAGE HALL

The end of an era has arrived. Tony Wills, our secretary for 12 -13 years, has decided to hang up his computer and spend more time playing bowls and flying off for exotic holidays. The trustees would like to thank him for all the work he has done for the Hall. 

Our new secretary is Hazel Newman, who lives in Gables Road. Her phone number is 01884 839008 and her email address hazelmn13@gmail.com. Please contact her if you need to book the hall. I am sending out a plea to all hirers to make sure they fill in a booking form and send it to Hazel. These are available online if you Google Willand Village Hall bookings, or Hazel will send you a paper copy. It does make administration much easier if we have full contact details for hirers and a hard copy to refer back to in case of queries.

At our AGM, one new member of the public was elected to the trustees, Frances Wilcox. There is also a new Parish Council rep, Mr Mike Wright. Brian Thomas was re-elected as Chairman and I was re-elected as Treasurer (no-one else wanted the job!).

Quotes have now been received for resurfacing the car park and we are trying to get a grant to help with the cost. No more news at present. Enjoy the summer.                                                                                             Carol Allan
MODEL RAILWAY SHOW - WILLAND VILLAGE HALL
Yes, by popular demand, the Culm Valley Model Railway Club is holding their 2nd model railway show in Willand.  500 visitors attended last year’s show, which for a village of Willand’s size astounded both club and exhibitors alike.  The interest shown by locals and visitors from around the country who attended made it a friendly happy occasion for Mid Devon.

We have moved earlier one month from last year’s show, which was in October, to Saturday September 25th 2010 from 10 am until 4.30pm at Willand Village Hall.  We have increased the number of layouts to 15 and all will be different from last time. We even have 2 layouts attending from Buckinghamshire (both have been featured in the Model Railway press), as well as from Devon and neighbouring counties, so there will be something new for the ardent model railway follower to see.

Last year’s show surprised everyone by the amount of mums, daughters, grannies, and aunts who came (as well as the traditional dads, sons, and enthusiasts) and enjoyed themselves, so we are hoping for another friendly family event this year.  The ladies will be in the kitchen again, providing top class hot and cold food as well as teas and coffees, (not forgetting the cakes).

There will be models in gauges O, OO, OO9, HO, N, Z, and even with sound.  Trams as well as the railways of Britain, Germany and USA will be represented, together with a large trade stand for those looking for bargains.  

Admission is £3.50p for adults and only £1.50p for children, with wheelchair access and of course free parking.  Remember - for a great family day out in Mid Devon, Saturday 25th September at Willand Village Hall is the place to be.

For further information about the show or the club visit our webpage www.cvmrc.co.uk or phone Peter Fosberry on 01884 821811.

St. MARY’S CHURCH, WILLAND

It has been a busy time at St Mary’s through May and June. We have been formally joined as a team of churches with Kentisbeare, Uffculme and Blackborough to be known as the Culm Valley Mission Community.  As a team of parishes, we are committed to working with children and young people and to this end we have hosted ‘Space Camp’, a half term holiday club which attracted almost 70 primary-school-aged children to Willand Primary school to enjoy games, crafts and Bible stories all based around the big story of the Christian faith (with a little help from the film Wall – e).  A great time was had by all and we hope to make our holiday club an annual event.  We were also thrilled to discover that our local youth minister has secured a grant which should enable our work with our secondary school-aged children to move forward. 
Our Luncheon Club continues to thrive with summer outings planned as well as our regular monthly gatherings.  Rockers toddler group are off to the Donkey sanctuary later in the month and we are delighted that UNITE, a local charity supporting home carers, will be making its home in our hall on a monthly basis from September. This is all part of our vision at St Mary’s to be a church in the community, and for the community, with wide open doors where everyone is welcome.  
Looking ahead, Sunday September 26th is national ‘Back to Church Sunday’ a special Sunday where people who used to go to church and would like to come back are especially welcomed to our services. On this Sunday, services will be at 9.30am (in the church hall for those who fancy something relaxed and contemporary with Sunday school for the kids) and at 11am for those who have nostalgic memories of lovely old hymns and the peace and tranquillity of the ancient building.  So, there’s something for everyone on ‘Back to Church Sunday’ – fancy coming back? We would love it if you did!  Have a wonderful and relaxing summer!                                                                       Rev. Anna x
COLDHARBOUR MILL

The next Friends of the Mill social event will be our popular SUMMER QUIZ  with Quizmaster Peter Walter. This will be held at Magelake Hall in Uffculme on Friday 9th July. Contestants will take part in teams of four but if you haven't got a team already, just come along on the night & we will make you up into teams.  £5 per person on the door to include a buffet supper (soft drinks & tea/coffee will be available, but please bring your own alcohol !). Admission from 7.00pm, for a prompt start at 7.30 pm !

Summer Events at the Mill:  

Exhibitions: Uffculme School GCSE Art Exhibition July 3rd  to Sept 3rd  

       Culm Valley WI's Craft Exhibition July 5th  to Sept 3rd

Weaving Workshops: Discovering Double Cloth – Thursday 29th July to

                    Sunday 1st August - This workshop is for those with a little prior 
             experience of weaving. An utterly fascinating technique that will 
             have you hooked for months to come!

                   An Introduction to Weaving Thursday 12th August – Sunday, 15th 
                   August. This workshop is aimed at complete beginners. It will give      
                   you a good understanding of the absorbing nature of this craft and 
                   provide you with a series of samples to show off to your family 
                   and friends. In four days you will learn how to set up a loom and 
                   weave five different structures, exploring colour, texture and 
                   pattern along the way. 
If you would like further information about these workshops, please contact Louise Cottey 
(tutor) either by email: loucottey@googlemail.com or by phone: 01460 259271 or 07527 
248178.

BANK HOLIDAY  STEAM-UP !  Sunday 29th & Monday 30th August  10am-4pm each day with tours of the Mill & its exhibitions, licensed restaurant, picnic areas & shop, plus extra activities to mark the 100th anniversary of the Pollit & Wigzell steam engine and the Galloway Lancashire boiler complex.  A great family day out !

COLDHARBOUR MILL is open to visitors 10am-4pm every day over the summer.  Admission tickets & leaflets for the self-guided tour of the factory are available from the MILL SHOP with its wide range of alpaca and wool yarns, craft accessories & books, knitted goods & greetings cards.     

THE GILL BOX RESTAURANT is open daily 10am-5pm for drinks, snacks and meals.  Senior Citizens' lunches are available on Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays at special reduced rates  - still at 2008 prices! Through the summer the licensed Restaurant is also open for drinks & meals on Thursday, Friday & Saturday evenings 6-9.30pm with a bistro style menu.  No need to book except for a large group.  For more details, phone free on 0800 389 3859.

Did you know ….... ?  Production of a Friends of the Mill membership card will not only gain free admission to the Mill (including Steam-Ups) , but also a 10% discount (on purchases over £5) in the Shop !  To join the Friends of Coldharbour Mill – only £8 per person per year - either pick up an Application Form at the Mill Shop or Restaurant, or print one off from the Friends' pages of the Mill website  www.coldharbourmill.org.uk  or phone the Mill office on 01884 840960 and ask for a form to be sent by post.                      Susan Wasfi 

CULM VALLEY METHODISTS.
This is my first article in the magazine, since I have now pastoral charge of our Methodist people in the Culm Valley. I have been encouraged by the good news that has been happening at St Mary’s, and I pray that will continue as they seek to contribute to the Kingdoms work in the area.

We do live in difficult times both within our individual lives and our corporate church life. The fact that I am now back in pastoral leadership in Culm Valley is a reflection of that fact. The Methodist Church is facing, like other denominations, a drop in ministers available for vacancies and even present appointments. In our circuit we are reducing to 2 ministers with responsibility for 10 churches. This meant a redistribution of responsibilities and it was felt that one of my charges would be the Culm Valley. You will obviously see Paul in the area, and I am sure you are grateful for the input he has made into the area over these last three years.
So it is a time of change and uncertainty, in all areas of our lives. We are challenged with the question ‘How do we live our Christian lives in these days?’ The first point to make is to create in our minds a positive thought and the words I offer to you as encouragement are these words of Jesus; " If God is for us, who can be against us" a quote from Romans, chapter 8. The apostle is informing the Christians of Rome the state may be against us but God is greater than the state, in fact God is greater than anything and so the apostle in fact is reminding us that He is above all. Therefore, if our trust is in Him, whatever may be happening in this transient world, our God is for us. That is why Jesus said, "Do not let your hearts be troubled" for He is on our side. So trust in Him in all aspects and you will have that peace which passes all understanding.
Having put this as our foremost thought, we then can have the confidence to proclaim to our neighbours, the faith that we have found for ourselves. If we do this, then I believe we shall see people coming to faith themselves and finding Jesus as Lord. Whatever period of history there has been, problems and challenges have always been present, so our generation is no exception. The body of Christ has endured and been blessed for these last 2,000 years, Why? Because it is God’s church and he will not let it be destroyed. Therefore, let us take our lives as the hymn says, "To take my life and let it be only for thee". As we then work together in the Culm Valley area, let us face the challenges with confidence. God Bless each one.                                 Rev Alan Rothwell 

WILLAND GARDEN CLUB
Has the summer come at last? All the gardens around the village seem to be bursting with lovely flowers and the allotments are starting to look very productive. This is a good time to think about this year’s Flower and Vegetable Show. Schedules are available free of charge from me or there are some in the main entrance of the village hall. In case you have forgotten the date – it is SATURDAY, 21ST AUGUST. Please have a go – if every household put in one entry, we would have a wonderful display. You do not have to pay to put in an exhibit. This year, Willand Art Group will be holding an exhibition of its paintings in the Club Room during the show, where some of the paintings will be on sale. There will also be a draw and refreshments.

In April, we had a very interesting talk from the Barn Owl Trust about a legacy they received which enabled them to purchase land and restore it to scrubland suitable for barn owls. The success of this project has been measured by breeding barn owls taking up residence. Our outing to Dobbie’s Garden Centre (check out the loos if you go there!) and Kilver Court gardens, near Shepton Mallett, was well supported and we had a lovely time. Kilver Court is a little known garden, but well worth a visit. Some of us visited the Mulberry outlet store just up the road from the garden, but could only afford a cup of coffee and cake - £170 for a purse seemed a little excessive.

We had a large number of plants at our Plant Sale at the end of May and made a good profit to go towards Flower Show costs. At our June meeting, we will be looking at slides of the flora of Crete and in July we will be learning about roses.   For further details about the Garden Club and Show, please, email me at candrallan@talktalk.net or phone me on 01884 33828. If you would like me to call you back, just leave a message on my answer-phone.          Carol Allan     
SWAPS SHARED LIVES SERVICES IN DEVON

SWAPS is a registered charity delivering Shared Lives services in Devon, Plymouth, Torbay and Cornwall.  We offer accommodation with care and support in the family homes of our approved Shared Lives providers, to adults who may have a learning disability, mental health or other support needs. We carefully match service users and providers, taking into account lifestyle, location, hobbies and interests as well as ensuring people’s specific care needs can be met.

Our providers have a comprehensive assessment and are approved by an independent panel. They offer services that are safe and welcoming and that build on the strengths of each individual. SWAPS offers support and training and monitors the well being of service users through regular home visits. We can offer a range of services from day support, short breaks, long term accommodation with support to a range of more flexible services. We offer a completely person centred service.

Our providers are self employed and paid a minimum of £275 a week for long term accommodation and support, which is usually tax free. If you are interested in knowing more about becoming a provider or using our services, please get in touch on 01626 360170 where the team will be glad to help. You can also visit our website at www.swaps.org.uk                       Becca Tregenna
CHARITY BARN DANCE  

Culm Valley Methodist Church are holding a Barn Dance in Willand Village Hall at 7.30pm on Friday 9th July in aid of SHELTERBOX.   Caller Mary Marker with The More the Merrier Band.  Admission  £3.50.  Bring & Share refreshments.

Keep ideas airborne so they don’t have time to come down to earth.
WILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL
Wow!  What a busy term so far and there’s so much more still to come!  On Thursday 6th May 2010, school pupils, teachers, teaching assistants and other staff in the school, voted for who they thought should win the Willand Primary School Election 2010.  There were three parties: The Fit Party, whose leader was Ryan, with his co-councils Lilly and Jack; The Tidy Party, whose leader was Adam, with his co-councils Lauren and Emily and the Healthy Party, with their leader Anthony, and his co-councils Jessica and Jordan. After a lot of hard work from all of the parties, including a debate and broadcasts during assemblies, the result of the votes were announced.  The Fit party had the greatest number of supporters with a whopping 177 votes, coming in 2nd was The Tidy Party and then in 3rd place was The Healthy Party.  Ryan, the school’s new Prime Minister, has already begun meeting his promises by arranging with our Queen, Miss Hawkins, a whole school disco on the playground.  Well done to all parties for giving such a tremendous effort, the school was buzzing with excitement throughout the election!
On Friday the 21st May, Willand school entered an A team and a B team in a tag rugby tournament in Crediton. The A team’s first match was extremely strong with a 6-4 win. Unfortunately, the B team didn’t start off so well with a 7-1 defeat. However, as the day progressed it got hotter and both teams got exceptionally better. Overall, Willand School’s tag rugby team came 3rd out of 17 different teams from other schools.  Well done to all team members.
As a result of Silverton Mill closing down, we are unable to have our recycling collected.  However, we are very pleased with our brand new bins, especially for paper towels. This will hopefully help us to achieve our Green Flag award later on this year. We are still trying our best to become greener. Thank you to Mrs Owen for organising the new bins. 
On Tuesday 25th May we were very lucky to have an educational visit from the Cullompton Fire Service. They explained to the children how dangerous fire can be and showed them a video. They were also lucky enough to be shown around their fire engine. The children had a maths-tastic time as they had to work out how long the hoses would be if they were all put together.  The children now know all about fire and how dangerous fire can be.  We thank Cullompton Fire Service for visiting us and Mr Lang for organising it. 
Year 6 are extremely excited about their residential trip to Dartmoor at the end of June. There will be some very adventurous and exciting activities taking place during the two day stay.

This year the KS2 play is Cinderella and Rockefeller. It is the panto version of what you know as Cinderella. KS2 will be rehearsing extremely hard to make this year’s play a success and are looking forward to future rehearsals.  All senior citizens are welcome to come along free and enjoy the dress rehearsal on 13th July.  Evening tickets for the 14th and 15th of July will be available soon from the school office.
By the time you read this you will hopefully have joined us at the Willand School Sports Day on Monday 21st June at Willand Rovers Football Ground. We have all been practising really hard and everyone is excited about the event.  Sports day is one of the most loved events of year, we hope you didn’t miss it!
Every other Friday the PTFA of Willand School have a stall that sells cakes which have been made by pupils, parents and guardians. The stall is held on KS2 playground, but if the weather isn’t great it will be held in the reception area at phase three. The cakes cost 20p each – only £1.00 for 5!  On the 22nd of July there will be a Year 6 leavers’ assembly. All of Year 6 will share two of their favourite moments from their school lives. They will receive a book from the teachers Miss Leather and Miss Norrish. We hope you will be able to make it, however be warned… you may arrive with a dry face, but you won’t leave with one, the memories will most definitely bring you to tears, of both sadness and joy!  Anthony,  Lilly,  Katie,  Emily,  India,  Rhianna,  Laura and Jack
COMPUTER SECURITY
This is something everyone should read, particularly those who send out lots of emails to friends. Please read to the end. By now, I suspect everyone is familiar with www.snopes.com  and/or www.hoax-slayer.com or  www.truthorfiction.com  for determining  whether information received via email is just that:  true/false  or fact/fiction. All three are excellent sites.  Advice from Snopes.com -- Very  important!

1) Any time you see an email that says “Forward this to '10' of your friends”, “Sign this petition or you'll get bad luck or good luck”, you'll see something funny on your screen after you sent it. It almost always has an email tracker program attached that tracks the cookies and emails of those people you forward the mail to!

The host sender is getting a copy each time it gets forwarded and then it is able to get lists of 'active' email addresses to use in SPAM emails or sell to other spammers.  Even when you get emails that tell you to send the email on if you're not ashamed of God/Jesus..... that's email tracking! They're playing on our conscience!  These people don't care how they get your email addresses - just as long as they get them. Also, emails that talk about a missing child or a child with an incurable disease 'How would you feel if that was your child' .......they are all email tracking!!! Ignore them! Don't participate! 
2) Almost all emails that ask you to add your name and forward on to others are  similar to that 'mass letter' years ago that asked people to send  business cards to the little kid in Florida who wanted to break the Guinness Book of Records for the most cards. All that was just to get names and 'cookie' tracking information for telemarketers and spammers - to validate active email accounts for their own profitable purposes.
You can do your family and friends a great favour by sending this information to them. You will be providing a service to your friends and will be rewarded by not getting hundreds of spam emails in future!


If you have been sending out (ie. FORWARDING) the above kinds of email, now you know why you get so much SPAM! Do yourself a favour and STOP adding your name(s) to those types of listings, regardless of how inviting they might sound, or make you feel guilty if you don't .. it's all about getting email addresses  - nothing more! One email doing the rounds for the third time is about the whales being killed on a beach in Denmark. The email address of every one who forwarded that is now with the spammers!

You may think you are supporting a GREAT cause - YOU ARE NOT! Instead, you will be getting tons of junk mail later and very possibly a virus attached!  Plus, you are helping the spammers get rich!! Also, email petitions are NOT acceptable to the White House, Congress, UNESCO, UNICEF  or any other such organizations. To be acceptable, petitions must have a signed signature and full address of the person signing the petition. So this is a waste of time and you're just helping the email trackers.

AND MOST IMPORTANTLY, DON'T FORGET TO: 
1. DELETE other people’s email addresses BEFORE forwarding emails that you receive.  

2. When forwarding/sending email, send as B.C.C., so that the other recipients email addresses cannot be seen or tracked. You may need to click on your ‘Help’ button to find out how to do this. 
(I’ve checked this article with experienced I.T. people and they assure me it’s what everyone should be doing. Ed.)

ANOTHER LETTER
Dear Brian, I am sorry for the delay with the article you requested; I hope that you are still able to include it in a future issue. I have also attached a leaflet which your readers may find of interest - should you require further printed copies please contact me.

The District Council is committed to reduce the amount of dog fouling that takes place in its towns and villages; recent evidence appears to show an increase in some villages such as Willand.  Dog walkers should be aware that Council Officers and Police Community Support Officers can issue a £50 fixed penalty notice to dog owners who fail to clear up their dog’s faeces, or they may face a prosecution resulting in a fine of up to £1000.  Mid Devon District Council is particularly keen to receive details from the public of any offenders such as type of dog, description of owner, vehicle registration, address, regular walking time and location. Armed with such information the Council can target patrols and hopefully catch some of these irresponsible dog owners. To make a report of dog fouling telephone 01884 255255 or report via our website www.middevon.gov.uk
I was especially pleased to receive a ‘thank you’ card from a resident regarding the roundabout and have passed it onto the gardening staff involved with the planting. The dry weather is causing me concerns at the present which may result in some necessary irrigation. On a less happy note it appears that some of the heathers have been removed, the perpetrators ensured that they had a selection of colours. Regards,  Adrian Cook, Open Spaces Manager, MDDC
WILLAND HISTORY GROUP
It has been a quiet couple of months for the History Group, although we are progressing with individual projects and continuing with the task of copying the backlog of documents, photos, etcetera, that have been loaned to us to build up the Willand Archive.
Back in May we were saddened to hear that Daph Winter had passed away.  For many years Daph played an important and active role in village affairs, particularly with the youth of the parish, especially with the Youth Club. In recent years we have been grateful for the support she gave to the History Group, either as a generous provider of information and material, or as a regular at our annual Willand History Exhibitions. Our thoughts are with her friends and family.
A couple of press articles have recently come to light from the Archive that may bring back memories for some people still living in the parish. The first was in the Tiverton Gazette on 6 August 1940 that referred to a Sports day organised by Willand Playing Field Committee and held in Burn Rew Lane for both Willand schoolchildren and about 80 children from Ilford School, who had been evacuated to Willand and were being put up around the parish. The report noted that, “Mr F.J. Holloway (hon. treasurer) was assisted by Mr Osborne, Mr and Mrs Cook (Ilford) and Miss Hayman (headmistress of the local school) … Sports judges were the Revd W. Andrews (Rector), Major F.M. Lane and Mr L.H. Marsden. Mr A. Keen was the announcer. Sweets and ices were served by Mrs Davey.  Mrs Keen and others assisting were Mr F. Chick, Mrs Ousley, and Mrs Western. Gate stewards were Mr W.J. Western and Mr W. Walker. The Rector said the Ilford children appeared to be settling down very well.  The teachers were co-operating in a pleasant manner.  Thanks to the Rector and local residents were expressed by Mr Train (headmaster of Ilford School).”
The second article is from 1962 and was based around the fact that Lady Godiva had led the procession for that year’s Willand Carnival. That year the Carnival Queen was Fay Saunders and the King was Peter Stack. Lady Godiva was in fact Anne Webber, aged 19 years, who wore pink tights and a waist length wig of red hair.  Her father, Jack Webber, held the reigns to her horse over the 1½ mile route of the Carnival procession from the Old Village to Tiverton Junction (via Willand Moor). Anne told the reporter, “I enjoyed it, but I can’t say daddy did.”  

Finally, a few of you might remember Mr Honeywill, whose retirement as stationmaster was marked by the following article in the Tiverton Gazette on 4 September 1945: “Mr. S. Honeywill, J.P., stationmaster at Tiverton Junction for the past 16 years, is retiring after 50 years’ service with the G.W.R. on September 5th.  He intends to reside in the district.  Mr. Honeywill entered the service of the Great Western Railway Company at Newton Abbot in September 1895. After doing duty at various stations in South Devon and Cornwall he was appointed stationmaster in 1903, and he has held that position for 42 years successively at Trusham, Heathfield, and Tiverton Junction. During the time that Mr. Honeywill has been stationmaster at Tiverton Junction, extensive track alterations have been carried out and transport facilities have been greatly improved by alterations at the Junction and Sampford Peverell and the introduction of lorry services for the Culm Valley area. Mr. Honeywill became a member of Willand Parish Council in 1931, and has taken a valued interest in local affairs, specially recently in connection with the raising of funds for the provision of a village hall and social centre as a war memorial. In January, 1934, he was appointed a Justice of the Peace for Devon, and since then has sat regularly at Cullompton Petty Sessional Court.”  

If this has stirred any memories or you can add to any of the above, we would love to hear from you.                                     James Morrison, 01884 250057

AND FINALLY
Very few ‘one-liners’ in this issue but one that stands out to me is the reply to a Councillor’s question at a recent P.C. meeting. The official reason for the current closure of Muxbeare Lane is “to eliminate the risk of claims from motorists due to potholes”. I cycled the length of it the day before this mag went to press and the work that’s been done has made it better than it has been for many years – but the closure signs are still there. A sweep and some tar/bitumen and chippings in appropriate places and it’ll last for another decade or two. It’s not in our parish, it’s true, but very popular with local cyclists.
WILLAND DIARY            
JULY
Thursday         1st       Methodist Church Coffee Morning,                     10.00am 

Thursday         1st       CAMEO – Mrs Channon, Exeter Guide. W.V.H., 7.15pm
Saturday         3rd       Willand Singers for Devon Air Ambulance         10.30am

Saturday         3rd       Somerville House Garden Party                             2.00pm   
Monday          5th       Culm District Flower Club                       W.V.H., 2.15pm
Tuesday          6th       Willand Rovers Bingo                              W.V.H., 7.30pm
Thursday         8th      Over 60’s Club                                         W.V.H., 2.15pm

Friday             9th       Culm Valley Methodists Dance               W.V.H., 7.30pm
Saturday        10th      Over 60’s Club Coffee Morning             W.V.H. 10.15am

Saturday        10th      Folk Dance Club Dance                           W.V.H., 8.00pm
Tues 13,Weds 14,Thurs 15      Cinderella Rockefeller, Willand Primary School

Friday            16th      Cowgirl Twisters                                      W.V.H., 8.00pm
Saturday        17th      Youth Club Cyber Cream Tea, Youth Club           2.00pm
Monday         19th      Over 60’s Mystery Tour                          W.V.H.,  9.30am

Monday         19th      Blood Donors                                           W.V.H.
Tuesday         20th      Willand Rovers Bingo                             W.V.H., 7.30pm
Wednesday    21st      Garden Club    –   Roses                           W.V.H., 7.30pm
Tuesday         27th      Whist Drive,          Willand Church Hall                7.30pm

Saturday        31st       Youth Club Bingo                                    W.V.H., 7.30pm
AUGUST
Monday          2nd       Culm District Flower Club                      W.V.H., 2.15pm
Tuesday          3rd       Willand Rovers Bingo                             W.V.H., 7.30pm
Thursday        5th        Methodist Church Coffee Morning                      10.00am
Thursday       12th       Over 60’s Club                                        W.V.H., 2.15pm
Friday          13th       CUT-OFF FOR INPUT TO THE AUG/SEPT MAG
Thursday        5th        CAMEO – ‘Operation Pied Piper’          W.V.H., 7.15pm

Friday           20th        Cowgirl Twisters                                    W.V.H., 8.00pm
Saturday       21st        WILLAND FLOWER & VEGETABLE SHOW

Monday        23rd       Over 60’s Club Outing-Atlantic Village/Lynmth   9.30am

Tuesday        24th       Whist Drive,           Willand Church Hall               7.30pm

Saturday       28th        Youth Club Bingo                                   W.V.H., 7.00pm
September

Thursday        2nd        Methodist Church Coffee Morning                     10.00am

Thursday        2nd        CAMEO – ‘Dartmoor National Park’   W.V.H.,   7.15pm

Saturday         4th        Coffee Morning for Willand Surgery,   W.V.H., 10.00am
Tuesday          7th        Willand Rovers Bingo                           W.V.H.,  7.30pm
Saturday       25th        Model Railway Show,                           W.V.H., 10.00am

